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DWELL IN PALACES.

GOSSIP AnoUT STATESMEN WHO
OH'i WASHINGTON HOMES.

SOME HAVE WROUGHT RUIN.

SENATOR I'OIUKKB'S NEW M INSION
AND D YNGERS TIIi-- ATTEND IT. It

as

Famous Men ho Were Horn In Los
Cnlilnn and Now Live In Mnn- -

slonn Stnrj of I lie Vice he
President's House to

Other Homes.

(CorjnKhled. 18. bj frank C Carpenter)
Washington, Feb. -- S Senator Foraker onhas Just about completed building; one of

the linest houses In Washington. It is sit-
uated on the corner of 10th and P streets
nbout a. mile north of the "White Houm.
in the heart of the most fashionable part
of the city. It is a cream-colore- d man- - on

THE ROBESON

slon, big enough for a hotel, and the
ground upon which It stands Is worth
fo much that Mr. Foraker must have had
to cover it with dollar bills when he
bought it. It will take another fortune
to furnish it. and It Is a house that any so
millionaire would be proud to own. Its ent
location, however, is not the luckiest. All
around It stand mansions which are now he
monuments of departed greatness. A couple j
of squares below it Is the brick house thewhich Senator "Windom built on Scott
circle, long before ho was made secretary
of tho treasury. Windom, jou know, start-
ed life as a tailor, studied law and finally
hecame a great statesman. When he was it.In the senate he built this house, and
during his next campaign for
pome of his opponents distributed photo-
graphs of It over the state of Minnesota
and questioned how a man. who was once
so poor could make enough to build It.
Tho result was his defeat, although I
doubt not that every cent of the money
put into the house was honestly made.
About midway between the old Windom
mansion and Senator Forakcr's new houso
Is the palatial structure which "Secor"
Robeson built when he was secretary of
the navy. You remember the scandals it
conrected with his administration. He left
Washington a comparatively poor man, and
tho house was for a long time a drug
on the market. Then Bourke Cockran
bought it. only to drop out of public life
here when he hzd just come to bo known.
Within a rifle's shot of Foraker"s house is
the mansion which once belonged to the
late Senator Van Wjck, of Nebraska. A
photograph of it was circulated among
Ills constituents and brought him to ruin,
as far as his political prospects were con-
cerned. During' James G. Blaine's cam-
paign a photograph of his house on Du-po- nt

circle "was generally distributed over
the United States, and, in fact, the daj

to have come when the building
of a big house Is almost the foreshadow
of political ruin. At any rate, it takes

. strong man to carry the burden, and I
wonder if Foraker will ever it in his
parlor, as tho late Senator Stockbridge.
is said to have done, and long for a par-
rot. When Stockbridge had made his pile,
he built a homestead at Kalamazoo which
cost him something like KM 000. He put
about half of that amount In furniture,
and then, plain and simple man that he
was, sat down to enjoy it. He had, how-e- v

er, no appetite for gorgeousness, and one
day when a friend of his had gone with
him over the house and was looking, with
amazement, at the evidences of his pros-
perity, the millionaire lumberman said:

"I am glad ou like It, Jim. I think mv-i-e- lt

It Is very line of the kind, but there Is
only one thing I lack. I want a parrot."

"A parrot!" replied the visitor. "A par-
rot. Stockbridge' What on earth do jouwant with a parrot?"

"I'll tell jou. Jim." said Stockbridge, In
a whisper bo low that the ladies in the
next room should not hear It. "I want aparrot to sit on a perch over that door and

every time 1 rome in. "Here comes the
d d fool that built this shantj!''

Poor Once. lint Novr, Oil, 31; !

Still Senator Foraker passed his boj hood In
In a log cabin. You have heard tho tra-
dition of his coffee sack trousers, and the
Mory of how, bj' pure brains and nerve, w
lie is now a broadcloth United States sen-
ator with apparently mono to burn. I I
know of a score of public men who started
life poor bojs, and who now live In pal-nce- s. in

Secretary Alger was born in a cabin,
worked for H a month, and for a time
lived upon thickened milk and cornmeal
He has a magnificent home In Detroit, and
lias rented a house here near the corner of
Sixteenth and H streets, for which he pajs
more per month, I venture, than he earned
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MR. rORAKHR'S HOME.

in the first Ix jears of his working life. Is
He has pictures which are worth more than
u. congres-man- 's salnrj'. and some of his
ruga have cost more than his whole house-keipl-

outfit which he began his mar-
ried life. I.2vl 'A. Letter the e,

whose son has been cornering the of
wheat of the United States In Chicago.
clerked during n part of ills boj hood for
n few oouars a weex in coiummis, u., It
living in a cheap boarding bouse. He be-n- in

ills career in Chicago as a bookkeeper. a
and his circumstances were such that ho
dared not kick if the potatoes were
poggv or the butter were strong To-da- y in
lie nas paiaccs nere surpasses tno
White House in its grandeur. It stands
on ground which cost $101)010. and the
cream-whit- e Milwaukee brick of which it
was mads came here In Individual pack- -

aces, each brick bcinir wranoed un In
brown paper. There is no chance for the
Letter butter to get strong, for there Is
an ice liou.se in the mansion in which you
can store away enough ice to last for a.
month, and the cold storage rooms are
such that the beeves, sheep and gamo
which are served upon the table can be
Kept there for weeks without spoiling.
Young Letter had to eat what was set
berore mm. The millionaire Letter or to-
day raises his own beef and mutton on
his farm in Wisconsin. It Is killed there
bv his own butcher and shipped here for
use, A clerk in a boarding house seldom
kicks at cold plates. The apparatus in the
Letter mansion to keep the plates warm
cost almost as much as Its owner used to
make In a jear when he was denting.

Is a boiler of heay Iron as big around
a two-bush- el basket, so heated bj gas

that It warms the butler's pantry over-
head by keeping the pipes running through
the pantry Idled with hot water.

Lei P. Morton began his life by clerk-
ing at JL25 a week. I went pan the house
which he owned here in aMiington when

was vice ptesident jesterdaj. It con
him J1O0O0O. and was then not pood enough

suit his luxurious tastes lie added a
dining room which con him J20 000 to $30 0)
more. He had his kitchen walled with
tiles of white chlm, and the ashes from
the range and the furnace were carried
out of the house In little cars on a rail-
way. Cal Brlce spent, jou know, $12000

a dinner, and man an evening enter-
tainment at III- - house here con-um- ed more
mone than Uncle Sam paid him a his
senatorial salarv for a ear. Still, when
Bnce went to college, his expenses were
not more thin J! a week, and when he got
married he h id to lwrrow enough money

his note from his friends to paj the

u
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expenses of his wedding journej-- . I could
cite other instances of the same kind.

Rich Statesmen Propertj Owners. I

Cal Brice rented his house in Washing-- .

ton. So does Vice President Hobart, and i
al-- o nearby everj' member of the pres-'cas- h

cabinet, except John Sherman. Seere- -
tarj- - Sherman has seldom paid rent. 1 hen

first came to Washington, fortj odd
cars ago. he boarded for a time at Wil-lard- 's

hotel. Then he lived down below
capitol. In what was the old. fashion-

able part of Washington. One daj-- he told
Mrs. feherman that he hid bought a house
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under Hajes. time went the Mr. went when he

he had left became so much man of
he could father, he 20 he
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erected the in which he a and term
lives. don't know what It cost in senate he house, in
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Stone the old which
Mrs. John A. Logan bought

land bj-- the acre sold it bj-- the
foot. The I first from 10 to 13
cents a square foot, but it so Increased

value that much of Is worth $2 a foot.
The gossips sav that the secretary made
something like 000 out of

and should that the
a v low one. The seeretarj- - has some

propertj at O .
told he has offered

house there for sale, that his home
the will be Washington.
Where the Vice

I be If Vice Presi-
dent bujs a house here he
has term. He is, know,

and both he and Mrs. ,

are or societj. The Cameron,
house, which they have is of

celebrated mansions of the If
walls were photographs, they could tell '

stories of Henry Claj--. Daniel
YVinlield Scott. This house once

bj- - Ogle Tavloe. who one of tho
great entertainers of tho capital manj jears
ago. It is just next to the

stands on the site of the place
tne attempted or beware!.

and where lived when he was sec- -
of state. Above It is the Cosmos I

Club, in the house in which Mrs. President !

Madifon lived after her hu-ba- s death.
don t know what rent Vice President

Hobart pajs. he have to give
Cameron more than $4,000 a if Cam-
eron is to C per cent on his

house cost him $G7,000 ome jears ago,
and he has put a great improvements
upon it. Don la cxceedinglj-thrlftj"- .

Old Simon Cameron used to say
Don could make more monej- - In a

week he could in and Sena-
tor Simon Cameron shrewd snecu- -
lato-- . Don Cameron made, I am told, about

of

whom all know
John McLean, who per-

haps as much real estate as any man in
Washington title nearlj-ever- y

piece of property in square oppo-
site Arlington with exception

flat, the Shoreham,
and one or other small Mr.
McLean's house is of finest

Is but largo roomy,
yard about It, which is off by

high brick wall, la worth so that
would have to carpet it

buy When McLean sets down
he that there is at

least worth of under it, he
could stand on of I ven-
ture, and see a full
worth of nropertv which, him

flats form a part of
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McLean estate. He has all those stores
northeast corner of the square look-Ir- g

Lafayette park, and I be-

lieve owns one or on
opposite side of the park as well. McLean
is only man I here who made
a out of a
ten ears or more ago, the Holmead
burying ground the northwest of

pajins JOO.OoO for it. This was a
bagatelle compared with the present value
of this propertj-- . There are magnificent
houses about It and nothing in the
neighborhood sells for less than and up-
wards per square foot.

Ille Deal.
John R. McLean has made big money in

newspapers as well as in real estate am
told that W. K. paJd him

spent the New York Morning
Journal that the

Enquirer, which he has owned for
vears. better than a Klondike goldmine.
McLean was put in the Enquirer
olhce was through with his edu-
cation, a of which Eu-
rope. Ho began an office boj work-
ed up through the different gradations un-
til he became business manager. He

remarkable for news and
he is v of best judges news

United States. He man lges the En-
quirer though he lives here at
Washington, and to --end most of his
orders bj" telegraph. He reduced
the price the paper, and to-d- he
5 cents for eopj-- throughout the week.
He - a -- hrewd linancier is alwajs
read and able make a good bargain
During one of the panics some
ago, I am he ho i riled the
neighborhood of $2u0 0u0, preparing for the
hard times that be saw at hand He
then pud bills and bought

thing at the lowest prices. Atone
t'me he bought a million pounds of white

a price which astonished his com-
petitors A paper manufacturer called

and verj' anxious sell.
McLean replied- -

"You can easily sell if can only
jour ligures enough."

"Well, I'll ell to as as anj--

else sell " was the replj.
said McLean, know

I think the prices are too high. Now, how-lo-

will make if take 200 000
pound?"

The paper dealer a moment and
then said: ,

"I'll let have it at C'i cent-- "
'Can't better thin asked

McLean.
"Not for that quanitj-- " replied the
"Well, then," Mclean. 'whitcharge me for a million pounds'""
"A million pounds," limed the dealer;

"jou don't a million pounds'"
"es. I do" replied McLean "You can

square, tms square was -
plajground for the Wash- - vhorc Postmaster GencrnI Lives.on. had old board fence

and Sherman though Returning houses ashing-wcr- e

going countrv live. As ton, I called night Postmaster
Washington however, best houses General Garj-- . He now living

and tor SawJ"s Sim Connecticutbecame very He
bought several lots avenue. The house fur-an- d,

put building nished. are
now occupied legation finest satin, decorations, which
moved into was structure all made among the

was secretary beautiful houes
As on lot ton. Sawjer Into debt

which more was a joung to buj-- his time his
valuable that not afford to lose and was over before was

interest on ahead He now number
big mansion now millionaire, It was during his

I him but the that built this
I judge, for 000 that his daughter might have a
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make It. can t jou" '
' Of course I can replied the man. "Well,

let me -- ee" He thereuiwn ligured a while,
and then ansneied:

"If jou will tale a million, I will give
it to jou ior t cult- -

'On what time?'
Oh." said the dealer. "I will let jou

have two or three months"
"No, I can't buy on three months in

tlie-- o hard time," said McLean
banks are suspending everj where You
know how tight moncj- - i Xo, I must
have six months or we can't deal "

"But, Mr. McLean," said the paper man
"six months - awful. It is half a vear."

"I know that," was the answer, "but I
didn't make times I am willing- buv-jo-

paper, I must have the time I
ask. If give me that the order Is
jours"

The dealer did not replj- - a moment,
rinallj. he said:

"Mr. McLean, jou are driving a verv
hard bargain, but business is business, and
i win give jou trie time jou ash. tor.
There's no monej In it, but I do it merely
to secure jour trade "

In a few minutes contract was signed
? "" J0??. blotted'

-- vvha't discount will ou allow- -' me for
on delivery'"

'What's that?" said naner man
"I want to know what discount vou will

make I paj-- jou cash as deliver the
paper?"

The dealer had to ligure again, and
result was that McLean (inallj pot his pa-
per for 51! cents a pound for cash, while
his competitors wye in iuiij a cent

wealth of postmaster general will en-
able him to entertain magnificentlv in it.

F. G CARPENTER.

DISLIKES COURT ETIQUETTE.

Italj's Beautiful Queen Is Anxious to
Dlnpense With nn Much of It

nn Possible.
beautiful queen of Italj-- has a great

dislike court etiquette and dispenses with
as much of it as she can in her everj daj-lif-

When she receiv es v isits from her inti-
mate friends thej are carried out in a most
informal manner. Such visits generally
paid In the aiternoon. alter tno simple mid

meal which is usuallj taken by their
majesties of Italj. accompanied bj one or
w Q of le ladie3 and gentlemen of the
household

Her majestv's guest is seated upon a sofa
beside queen with whom she often has
a ciuarter ot an tiour s cnat w itnout inter-
ruption. The ladies nnd gentlemen In at-
tendance are in another room at time.

Such ladies of household are on duty
for manv hours at a time, usuallj- - from 10
In the morning, when aueen writes.
reads and attends to her private aaffirs.
till time when Marguerite retires at
ni,?''t- -

.1 he ladles-in-waiti- are distinct from
usuallv chosen from the most an-t- o-

critic families (a few from each principal
town), who are known as ladles of
palace. Such are onlv required to attend
on the occasion of receptions, official din-
ners,

The court service Is under manage-
ment of the Marchesa Marina.whose daugh-
ter. Mile. Miml. is prime favorite at tho
palace.

How Hie Jupnnene Sleep.
When night comes. leds are prepared.

illlows. made bj-- stuffing a cloth bag with
husks or ouckwneat, are now more com-mon- lj-

used. In the summer it is necessarj'
to have mosquito nets, which generally
inclose the whole room.

As a rule Japanese families retire early.
Ten o'clock is about the average time.
Eleven Is considered late A function
begins at 9 or 10 and lasts until the small
hours of the morning fairlj- - staggers theJapanese. "Why." thej- - "even ghosts,
who are comme 11 faut, retire by that
hour-- "

He Had Traveled South.
From HarpefB Bazar.

"Have vou ever traveled In the South?'
nsked a New Orleans man of the chap fromBangor, Me

Oh. Indeed." said the Maine man.
"I have been to Bosion and New York."

MR. JOHX R. MCLEAN'S HOME.
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Circle some jears ago, and he has ding Is brought out from the closets where
real estate holdings in the suburbs which it has been put awaj during the daj-- . One
will -- ome time be verv- - valuable. One of or large, thick futons, or cushions, are

properties Is a big farm out on the Tth spread directlj- - on the mats of bedrooms,
street road, about five miles from the White and coverings which like enormous
HouFe Fourteenth street will. I judge, kibono, or clothes, are spread over them,
some time pass through it, and it will be Everj- - traveler has told the pillow made
covered with line houses. of n wooden box, with a little cjllndrical.. .cushion on top but this kind of pillow IsGossip John Mcl.m11. uointr out of fashion. Softer cvlindrical
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THE FIGHTING SOUDANESE.

GKE VT BIUTAIVS PICTURESQUE
ALLIES IX the: DESERT.

A War Correspondent's Description
of Army Life on the Etrrptlaa

Frontier Fierce Native
Soldiers.

From the Lonlon Times.
In the night of December 31 the chief.

Assabala, accompanied bj-- a few followers,
rode into Kassala and announced that
Aroda and tho other Arab captains, with
the WX) men of the regular battalion and
the banda, having returned from their suc-
cessful raid on El Fasher and Osobri, were
encamped a halt daj-'-s journey distant and
would reach Kassala on the following
morning In a former letter I described
the wild fantasia with which these troops
had set forth to battle; with a still wilder
manifestation of barbaric triumph did thej-retur- n

from their vlctorj--. At about 7
o'clock on Xew Year's morning, the sen-
tries on the fortress walls having reported
that they saw afar off in the west the
cloud of dust raised bj-- a bodj of men on
the march. Colonel Parsons, Captains Wil-
kinson and Dwjer, and the Italian lieu-
tenants. Crispl and Moltcndo. who are still
here, accompanied by Assabala and several
of the local Arab chiefs, with their armed
bodj guards, rode out to meet the victori-
ous troops. Assabala, mounted on his
prancing Arab stallion, was magnificent in
a green silk robe of honor; while the other
chiefs were also clad In their brilliant
state robes ot jellow, scarlet and other
bright colored silks. E.icli had his long
Dervish sword at his thigh. I rode out
with the officers, and, as I expected I
should do, enjojed n extraordinary and
mo- -t inspiring spectacle..

We crossed the broad sandy bed of the
now drj-- Gash, and, after riding for a
little distance over the bush-growi- plain
bejond, we sighted the troops and can-
tered up toward them In a bodj. Their
leaders, seeing us approach, halted their
men, and when we came up to them we
found the 160 Irregulars of the banda
drawn up in line. Over them waved four
large Dervish banners, captured at Oso-
bri and El Fasher, on which were inscribed
in Arabic characters sentences proclaiming
the Mahdlst faith. Manv- - of the men held
spears which thej- - had taken from the j-,

while one man, mounted on a looted
camel, beat the large kettle drums of the
brave Baggara Emir, who had defended
Osobri. At a few hundred distance
stood, also formed in line, the 420 reg-
ulars of the Arab battalion. Both regulars
els stood being laden not onlj-- with the
precision of disciplined troops and main-
tained absolute silence. A number of cam-
els stood behing laden not only with the
water and provisions for the force but
with a number of captured rifles, swords
and -- pears, and miscellaneous loot. Col-
onel Parsons, riding along the lines, ad-
dressed the banda and the battalion in
turn, thanking leaders and men and telling
them that they had done good service.

Order to Advance.
Tlii3 ceremony over, the chiefs gave the

order to advance, the signal, so it appeared,
that discipline was cast aside for the nonce
and that the troops could enter Kassala
with the customary triumphant fantasia of
victors returning home. No sooner was
the word given than the ranks broke up,
and the 600 men, like a lot of madcap boys
streaming out of a school, were running
and leaping like hares for the town. We
who were mounted. European and bright-robe- d

Arab sheikhs, cantered in front,
while pressing close on our heels and

even outstripping us, so that
we found ourselves hemmed in amid them

rushed on that crowd of Arab soldiers,
raising their shouts of exultation, chant-
ing their fierce war songs and Invocations
to Allah and the Prophet, discharging their
rifles In the air to the small risk of them-
selves and all those near them, while the
tomtoms and the kettle drums were beaten
furiouslj. For quite two miles was this
mad rush continued across the plain, dense
clouds of dust enveloping us.

It enabled one to realize to some extent
what It must be like to be In the midst of
a Dervish charge such as the fellow-tribesm-

of these Hadendoa and Benl Amer
soldiers made on the British square at
Tamal. They did not check their speed
nor stop the fusillade till wa were close
under the walls of the fort. Everj- - emi-
nence outside was crowded with spectators,
and the stolid Egpjtian soldiers alone ap-
peared to be quite unmoved bj-- the excit-
ing scene, and took no interest in the pro-
ceedings. Thej save no welcome to their
victorious comrades in arms, but from time
immemorial there has been no love lost
between the Arab and the "Turk" In Af-
rica. It was curious to observe the meet-
ing of these wild men and their wild wives,
who, as usual, oame out in a body, and,
standing in front of the zerlba which en-
closes their encampment of huts, greeted
their lords with shrill lululngs and clap-
pings of hands. That evening there was a
great fantasia in the camp, when much
meat was eaten and a good deal of matissa
(dhurra beer) was drunk; ror these Arabs,
though Mussulmans, are bj-- no means tee-
totalers; none of the best native troops
In Africa are.

Treatment of Prisoners.
The prisoners who had been brought In

by Assabala and Aroda had apparently
been well treated. Among1 them w ere a big
Sudanese black and his wife, who had been
cultivators in the plain of Kassala and had
been captured bj-- Dervish raiders three
jears ago. their little son having been left
behind. The man had been compelled by
his captors to serve as a rifleman, receiv-
ing no paj--, and for rations a small quan-
tity of dhurra, served out monthly. Under
this sj stem the black soldiers, who have no
thought for the morrow, soon eat up their
allowance, so that while they are stout
men toward the middle of each month
they are somewhat spare toward the end.
On their arrival at Kassala this man and
his wife eagerlj- - inquired for their child,
of whom thej-- had received no tidings since
they had been carried off b- - the raiders.
Some of their Sudanese friends here had
taken good care ot the boy and now
brought him to his parents a fine little
black of 5 jears old, who made his ap-
pearance naked, save for a fez stuck
rakishlj-- on his head, and with his hands
full of empty match boxes, expended rifle
cartridges, and other simple but treasured
tojs of the savage baby. The Sudanese
are a verj- - affectionate people and it was
pleasant to see the joj- - of thse poor people
when their son was restored to them. The
man at once volunteered to join Assabala's
companj-- , in which there are several Su-
danese, and within an hour of his arrival
here he was walking1 about a free man, hi3
face beaming with happiness, in the tar-
boosh and white robe of our new levy.

There were no Baggara. among the pris-
oners, for the Baggara gives not and takes
not quarter, and it is rarely now that
it is offered to him. Men of other Arab
tribes and Sudanese blacks serving under
the Khalifa are not regarded by the na-
tives fighting under the Egyptian and Ital-
ian flags with anj-- hatred: quarter is read-
ily granted to them; and. as I saw after
Ferkeh and other fights, the prisoners we
take are often received in most friendly
fashion by our Sudanese blacks. The battle
over, there are hearty greetings between
eld friends, who bear no though
thej- - maj- - have been doing their best to
kill one another but an hour before. But
the longer one remains in this country the
more fully one realizes that from end to
end of the vast regions which once com-
posed the Mahdl's empire the men of ev cry
race hate the Baggara, who have so long
oppressed them, with an intense hatred.
Wo have seen tribe after tribe come over
to us as we have advanced into their re-
spective districts.

The Jaalin, the Hendedoa. the Benl
Amer, the most formidable of our foes in
the carlj- - dajs of Mahdlsm, are now-- all
a tth us. Men of tribes whose territories
are still under the Khalifa's swav must
perforce still fight for him; for their wives
and children are hostages in his merciless
hands; he has collected all the grain of thecountry In his public stores, and those who
do not fight must starve; in action, behind
his ranks of black riflemen, stand the Bag-
gara readj- - to put the wavering to the
sword. Whatever the Baggara maj-- have
been In former dajs. these last fifteen
of Indulgence In unbridled cruelty and ra-
pine have made of them a race of men
apart, more like wild beasts, indeed, than
men, the enemies of mankind. Sullenly
ferocious, having no jov save In slaughter,
they seem to have lost the attributes of
human nature. They are devoid of all af-
fection for their wives, who are to them
of far less account than their cattle. As
our surgeons who have tended their wound-
ed in hospital can testify, the Baggara,
unlike others of our Dervish foemen, have
absolutely no sense of gratitude, and scowl
with hatred on those who bring; them suc-
cor. When lving maimed on the battlef-
ield, thej- - have often treacherously stabbed
those who In pity have carried water to
their parched lips Thev hav e never shown
mercj-- , and they are now likely to receive
little from the tribes which they have
ground down with such unspeakable cruel-- tj

and which are now-- rising one after the
other all round the doomed Baggara hosts
at Omdurman and Metammeh.

Wives of Warriors.
It Is not eurprlsing to find even the

wives of the Baggara have little affection
for their fierce lords, and are often glad
to be rid of them, to take unto themselves

r
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husbands of a more amiable race. Several
widows of the slain Dervishes were brought
in by our Arab troops from Osobri. among
outers tne wite 01 tne ranir usinan uuuu,
who was shot through the head as she
stood bv him. Some ot these women had
their babies with them: they appeared to
be not In the least affected by their be-

reavement, and so soon as they realized
that they would be kindly treated thej- - be-

came quite cheerful and laughed and chat-
ted together as if nothing out of the ordin-
ary had been happening. Battle and blood
shed ana marriage Dy capture axe common
experiences for the women of these dis-
turbed regions Many of them have been
taken and retaken In successive razzias

and foe.
These women soon made themselves quite

at home in a nouse tnat naa Deen set apart
for their use. and expressed their willing-
ness to be taken as wives by some of their
captors. These marriages are celebrated
with the orthodox Mussulman rites and
with much feasting, so that the

Is put to a considerable ex-
penditure, and his nuptial banquet often
costs the Arab soldier his pay for two or
three months. There will probably be sev-
eral such marriages shortlj-- In the camp,
and I understand that Aroda. our leader
of the Irregulars, has arranged to take
as his wife the widow of Osman Dudu. So
eoon as the Dervish women had entered
the house allotted to them a number of
Sudanese women, wives of the victorious
soldiery, came to call on them, bringing
them presents of flour, sugar and other
luxuries, soothing them with sjmpathetic
words, and soon they were all on the
best of terms, laughing, gossiping merrily
and admiring each other's babies There is
plenty of human nature in the Soudanese
blacks.

The Fantasia.
Strange to behold are some of the cere-

monies of these wives of savage warriors.
On Monday I was a spectator of the fan-

tasia of death a rite In honor of one
of our Arab soldiers who had fallen at
Osobri. For several hours, to the slow,
monotonous beating of a tomtom, a number
of women, stripped to the waist in token
of woe, danced ha a circle, chanting in
melancholv chorus, swaving thir suDnle
forms, beating their breasts, and throwing
dust over their heads. The chief mota-nc- r

was the daughter of the slain man. who
brandished over her head the naked sword
of her father as she danced and chanted
with the others. Later In the day a much
large number of women collected to cele-
brate the fantasia of victory a far more
savage performance than the first. More
rapidly beat the tomtoms, with quicker
motion and more fierce gestures circled the
dancers; In louder tones they sang their
hymns of triumph, which had a cruel ring
In them, bringing up memories of slaughter
and rapine to those who listened The
women waved long Dervish swords during
this ceremony, which terminated with a
curious pantomime performed with great
seriousness. Some of the women, simulat-
ing the enemj, were captured bj-- the oth-
ers: ropes were tied round their necks,
and they were dragged off to a block of

leaay
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wood upon which each In turn was made
to lay her head, while one of her captors
went thorugh the action of decapitating
uer wun a sworu.

THE H0RSEGETS MORE.

He Draws Wnges In Russia; Higher
Than Those of

Men.
In Russia the wages of a horse, as it

were, are higher than those ot a man and
hence, of course, very much higher than the
wages of women. Thus. In the Nishni-Vol- ga

section, we find the average pay of
man and horse to be about 72 cents per day;
or man alone, 34 cents; that Is, 38 cents for
horse and 34 cents for man. The women re-
ceive from 10 to 20 cents. In the central
agricultural region the average Is: Horse,
23 cents; man, 20 cents; woman, J3 cents.
In the Southern steppe: Horse, 36 cents;
man. 35 cents; woman, 16 cents.

This Is an Interesting commentary on
the standard of living of Russian agri-
cultural laborers, saj 3 Gunton'a Maga-
zine. Its meaning Is. simply, that human
beings are cheaper there than draft ani-
mals. In other words, it costs less to keep
them alive. In the Southern steppe five
w omen can be employed more cheaply than
two horses. Is it difficult to Imagine the
condition of home life, the dearth of refin-
ing Influences, the sodden, hopeless stag-
nation that such a state of affairs reflects?
Is it any wonder that the products ot such
a wage status as this are individual degra-
dation, social barrenness, meager education,
political despotism, religious intolerance
and, generally, a type of civilization scarce-l- y

above barbarism?

A Vessel's Strange Escape.
A rock and a fish saved the good ship

Nelson from sinking. The Nelson is an
English vessel, which recentlj-- arrived at
Wellington, New Zealand, after a ninety-seve- n

days' passage from Liverpool. When
off the New Zealand coast she encounteredneavy gaies ana was unven on a rock. Sheimmediately got off. but water began to
rise in her hold despite the crew's exertionsat the pumps. After great difficulty the
vessel entered Wellington harbor and extrapumps were brought into plaj--. Still the
water rose and the captain and crew re-
moved their belongings to land In expecta-
tions that the Nelson would sink. For-
tunately their fears wore not realized, for
with better working of the pumps the rush
of water was finally overcome.

Tho vessel was subsequently examined
by a diver. In his report he stated that
in one of the holes a piece of rock was
pammed and in another a fish was squeezed
tail first, and both were responsible for
preventing the water flowing in to a greater
extent.

The Joy of meeting pajs the pangs of
absence; else who could bear it? Bono.
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QUEER CHANNEL ISLANDS.

Odd Mlxtnre of Nationalities, With
Adherence to Old Cus-

toms.
During the last five jears many American

tourists, aroused by the vivid descriptions
of Victor Hugo, have visited the famous)
Channel Islands, of which Jersey, Guern-
sey and Aldemey are the largest. Thesa
are between England and Francs and their
Inhabitants are an odd mixture of the two
nationalities. They are very conservative!
and keep up many of tho customs of an-su- et

in its composition. It Is made of
and have been reproduced in England and
America by returned travelers.

One is to have the bedrooms look Into
the garden and not the street. When this
can not be done a glass partition with .1.

door is built across the room, and the halfby the window is made Into a conservatory.
Another useful idea is a little clay-line- d,

iron brazier, used for broiling meat ov er a,
charcoal fire. It makes no smoke and can
be extinguished quickly. For rapid and,
comfortable cooking In summer it is inval-
uable. The Islands are warm and fertile
and are famous for lettuce, chicory, sal-
sify, endives, sorrel, cress and other del-
icate vegetables. These are made into
mixed salads and also into omelettes, like
the Spanish omelettes. The latterare tasty and v ery wholesome The Island-
ers excel in pastry. Fruits are the favor-
ite food. They are served raw. sliced with
the famous Jersey cream, baked with cus-
tard, stewed with a little wine and sugar
and strangely In pies, good American pies!
The Guernsey mince pio has no meat or
suet In Us composition. It Is made of
apple, pear, peach, plum, berries, raisin-"- ,

grapes, citron, sugar, butter, spices, wine
ana Dranay ana is reportca to De exceed-
ingly fascinating. A "Jersey luncheon." as
now given by experts, consists of bouillon.a mixed salad, a sardine pastrj--. a Guern-
sey mince pie, then wine and coffee, whicii
Is not bad for Jersey.

Russian Temperance Reforms.
The enormous increase of Intemperance

In Russia has led the government to taka
the question into Its own hands, and as a
first step the sale of spirits in the country
Is gradually being turned Into a government
monopoly, sajs the Westminister Gazette.
The government is also directing Its at-
tention to counter-attractio- to the publla
house, and has Just appointed a "Temper-
ance Curatorlum" in St. Petersburg, one of
whose duties to to provide these. One or
the first results of thls curatorius is a.
"'People Theater." It contains 1.000 seats
and 1.000 standing places, the prices of ad-
mission being for the latter 10 kopecki
(about twopence), and for seats from 12 to
75 kopecks. Two performances are given
weekly, to be Increased at holiday times;
the repertoire will be carefully arranged,
and will include pieces by Russia's best and
most popular dramatists.


